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rude but serviceable affair of split palm bark sup-
ported on posts which serves as a table. Occasionally
there will be hammocks,, but as a rule the Guaymis
prefer to sleep upon mats or hides spread upon
spring}7 palm-wood platforms or on couches. Un-
like the majority of Indians, especially those of
Central and South America, the Guaymis are clean-
ly in habits and are quite alive to the importance of
sanitation. The hard-packed earth floor of the house
is swept several times a day; all provisions are kept on
raised platforms or are hung upon rafters and posts;
drinking water is stored in jars and calabashes which
are kept covered and out of reach of dirt and dogs,
and no live stock other than the dogs are allowed in
the houses. Great care is taken to build the houses
upon raised ground so situated that there is no chance
of drainage reaching the near-by stream that supplies
the drinking water, and no one is permitted to bathe
or wash in this stream, a separate brook or river be-
ing used for such purposes. Even latrines are pro-
vided, and in their personal habits and dress the
people are far more cleanly than the average white
man.
The costume of the women consists of a loose
wrapper-like garment reaching from neck to ankles,
usually of brilliant color and often ornamented with
drawn-work and with geometrical designs of ap-
pliqued cloth in contrasting colors. The men's cos-
tume is more elaborate and is totally unlike that of
any other known tribe of the present day. It con-
sists of a loose blouse or smock of vivid green, orange*
blue, yellow or red, elaborately tucked and with
bosom, shoulders and sometimes sleeves ornamented